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Übungsmaterial füs Englisch VDP (Lösungen ab S. 8) 
 
 
Rewrite these sentences: 
 
1. Why didn’t she tell us that earlier?. 

I wish ..............................................................................................................................................  

2. The food he took with him saved his life after the accident. 

If he ................................................................................................................................................  

3. I don’t like what he wrote in that letter! 

He should.........................................................................................................................................  

4. Our desks are very old and need replacing soon. 

We will have....................................................................................................................................  

5. They want to teach further computer applications at this school next year. 

Further computer applications....................................................................................................  

6. .She didn’t study last night but watched the football match instead. 

Instead .......................................................................................................................................  

7. I knew the answer but I couldn’t remember it! 

 Although ............................................................................................... I couldn’t remember it. 

8. The doctor thinks he drank too little water and collapsed in the hot sun. 

He ...................................................................................................................................................  

9. It must be five years since our last tennis match.  for 

 I .................................................................................................................................................  

10. “You won’t be coming home very late tonight then?” 

 Mary thought .............................................................................................................................  
 
Fill in suitable grammar: 
 
11. We didn’t want to risk  ......................................................(  you, miss) the train yesterday. 

12. Students don’t mind .................................................. (copy) everything. 

13. The doctor allowed ........................................... (I, start) playing tennis after a week in bed. 

14. She promised .................................................... (Jimmy, help) me with the project. 

15. I expect ................................................................ (my children, help) when they are at our house. 

16. We tried :........................................... (upgrade) our PC but it was still very slow on graphics. 

17. It’s no use .................................................. (buy) expensive equipment if you don’t use it? 

18. Most students have got used ............................................. (learn) on their own. 

19. Don’t forget ..................................................... (sign ) the letters. 

20. I was made .......................................................... (wait) an hour before the police cleared the road. 



Fill in one correct word: 

Burglars in Britain are concentrating ______________  the homes of very _______________ people. 

_________________ such houses are open for paying visitors during the day and this is the perfect  

_________________ for thieves to check out the houses before breaking in at night. 

_________________, Ripley Castle in Yorkshire was the target of criminals, but although 

________________ was stolen in the house - the thieves ____________________ several statues from 

the garden. They __________________ have used lifting equipment to move them, as one statue 

weighed _____________ than a ton. Police have mentioned one _________________ problem in 

trying to find stolen _______________; __________________ owners have a really good record with 

photographs and measurements of the articles stolen. This __________________ it difficult to identify 

a recovered object or to warn antique dealers ________________ enough. The number of thefts has 

________________ rapidly in the last year - 45% more than the ________________ year! The 

number of __________________ crimes has also increased - ___________________ owners were 

threatened with guns, others were tied up or handcuffed by gangs who will stop at nothing. Finally, a 

prison officer said that “The Antiques Roadshow” is the prisoners’ 

_____________________________ TV programme. No wonder thieves are so ____________ 

informed! 

 
Mark the most suitable word from the list with a cross (X)  

 

31. The rescue of the two yachtsmen in the Antarctic was ________ .  

32. __________ problems are occupying farmers more than ever as clean air becomes vital. 

33. If you introduce something new, some people ______ criticise it. 

34. ________ most people will have a mobile phone, perhaps as soon as the year 2005. 

35. If you ask the Australian Navy this was ______ the highlight of the year. 

36. The news about water pollution was _____ , especially as we thought things had improved. 

37. When I moved from the town to the ________________ I was surprised by the welcome I got. 

38. If you don’t exactly describe your beer you may not _____ get the best, just the most expensive. 

39. I don’t think red clothes ______ you – your hair is too blond. 

40. Bitter beer is the ____ alcoholic drink in most of Great Britain. 

 

31) amazing ridiculous encouraging wasteful  

32) organic environmental world solar  

33) sometimes usually invariably genuinely  

34) responsibly eventually quickly fortunately  

35) undoubtedly necessarily normally finally  

36) encouraging disturbing pleasing actual  



37) countryside outskirts country district  

38) certainly clearly necessarily evidently  

39) fit match suit agree  

40) preferred liked favourite popular  

 

Transform the sentence starting with the word given 
 
That student might fail the test. But he can do it again 
If_________________________________________________________________________ 
The shop may be closed when we get there. So we will have to try tomorrow 
If_________________________________________________________________________ 
I will arrive early. I will be able to help you unpack the presents or lay the table 
As soon as  _________________________________________________________________ 
This damage is not covered by the insurance, what a pity.  
I wish I _____________________________________________________________________ 
I couldn't buy the book. I didn’t have enough money. 
If I _________________________________________________________________________ 
You didn’t bring the map. We lost our way and it’s your fault! 
You should __________________________________________________________________ 
They were not skiing on the marked slopes. They started an avalanche. 
If they ______________________________________________________________________ 
I can't afford a world trip. Winning the pools would change that. 
If I _________________________________________________________________________ 
I think some of you will soon be finished. Then you can go home. 
When ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The overnight stop: 
 
Ever since we _______________________ (see) a film about the Highlands we _________________ 

(want) to spend a holiday in Britain. Early this year we ______________ (decide) this year had to be 

the one! Our travel agent __________________ (book) a few hotels and _______________ (leave) a 

few dates free so we could travel spontaneously. One day we ______________ (find) such a beautiful 

spot we immediately _________________ (know) it ____________ (be) the perfect place to spend a 

night with bed and breakfast. But, when we  _________________ (try) to find a room in the little 

tourist office everything was occupied. As we  _________________ (walk) down the road back to our 

car an old lady  _________________ (offer) us a room and we gladly accepted. We 

____________________ (now, realise) this is the best way to have a great holiday in Great Britain. 

Since we ____________________ (come) back home in September we 

____________________________ (not, stop) talking about our next holidays in this beautiful country! 



Give the correct form of the missing word, using the given root 

 
1. I don’t think he lives as ........................................... as he should. health 

2. The result was ............................................. because the losing team had only 9 men. predict 

3. He is a really .................................................. criminal. violence 

4. I felt he could have made us a ............................................. . recommend 

5. Could you send me the ................................................... of the holiday cottage by tomorrow. 

describe 

6. His .......................................... of clothes was not very convincing. choose 

7. The ...................................... of the animal was quite clear. timid 

8. Let’s give a ........................................ to the pioneers of flying. think 

9. There is a huge ...................................... of food in this restaurant. vary 

10. He has forgotten to put his ...................................... on this document. sign 

11. The  .................................. of a red card for that footballer was not justified. severe 

12. He told me that his  ......................................... to his parents had always been excellent. relate 

13. The ......................................... of his work will depend on good publicity. recognise 

14. The results will be  ........................................ in tomorrow’s newspaper! public 

15. The footballer scored the  .................................... goal in extra time. decide 

 

Off-roaders boom as the going gets rough; Motoring Eric Dymock  
 

FILL IN ONE MISSING WORD  Growing popularity of 4WD vehicles.  
 

DURING the consumer boom in August, ____________ of recreational four-wheel-drive 
vehicles continued to soar. Almost 15,000 new off-roaders ________ registered, a rise of 66% 
over last year, amounting to more ____________ 3.5% of the entire car market.  
 

  The Land Rover Discovery __________ the best seller. A total of 3,161 were sold in 
August alone, followed by the Vauxhall Frontera, which overtook the Suzuki Vitara with 
2,273. Sales of more than 1,000 each were also recorded by the Isuzu Trooper, Jeep 
Cherokee, Land Rover Defender (the old regular Land Rover), Range Rover and Mitsubishi 
Shogun.  
 

  The new car market has ____________ by nearly a third since 1988, but the four-wheel-
drive sector has nearly doubled. Glass's Guide, the industry barometer of used car prices, 
_________ that demand for second-hand off-roaders remains high and prices are hardening, 
with the result that depreciation will remain low so long as the demand continues.  
 

  Newcomers are challenging Land Rover, ____________ none has made a convincing 
case for being better through a peat bog or across a rocky scree. The Range Rover, Discovery 
and Defender are __________________ as the best all-rounders in the business, although 
there are those who criticise build quality and reliability.  

 



There is no doubt about the enduring qualities of Land Rovers. Professional off-roaders 
farmers, civil engineers or the military are more _______________  to be at the wheel of 
Land Rovers than anything else. The number of 30-year-old Land Rovers still working not 
only shows how _____________ they are, but also how easy they are to fix when something 
goes wrong.  
 

When the Range Rover was _______________ in 1970, it was a revelation. It had a top 
speed of close to 100mph and its handling was _______________ good. No 4x4 came close. 
It was the first of a new generation of off-road vehicles that behaved like a car on the road and 
had the cross-country __________________  of a Jeep.  
 

  At £17, 295 to £20,200 for the fully equipped five-door, the Land Rover Discovery MPi 
is a quiet-sounding four-cylinder, livelier than the diesel and more _______________ than the 
V-8. The MPi has Rover's 2-litre 16-valve twin-cam engine with a modest 134bhp,and if you 
do not mind ______________  gear frequently, it is lively enough and will give about 25mpg.  
 

 Interior detailing is good, with plenty of places to put things. There are nets in the raised 
portion of the roof at the rear, spaces for papers ________  the driver's sun-visors, and useful 
pockets in the backs of the front seats and in the doors.  
 

The Discovery has a good deal in common with the Range Rover the chassis is much the 
same but it has a subtler, softer image and costs a good deal less.  
Sunday Times  RANGEROV.TXT 
 
Mark  with a cross the correct answer in the box provided. 
 
Musicals are part of the cultural scene in Great Britain. The greatest musical of present times , 

"Cats" was expected to be a (1) by many. Now, only twelve years later it can (2) to be the 

greatest success in theatrical history. In London alone it has (3) more than £50m. and amply 

repaid Lloyd Webber's initial investment. However, it would never have got on the road 

without the (4) who put up the money for what was seen as a crazy risk. The story had no (5), 

the actors were dressed as cats and the (6) was a rubbish dump. Yet, it has gone into the 

Guinness Book of Records with some bizarre statistics. The (7) has used more than 21,000 

batteries, the theatre has required more than 3,300 new seats and the show has created new 

records in viewing figures, royalties and ticket sales. Those who predicted (8) in 1981 felt it 

was too much of a risk. Later, reviewers raved about the superb choreography, the remarkable 

music and the brilliant acting. But, there were people who didn't like the show. - (9) claimed 

the show was expressly written for the (10) tours and those who couldn't understand the lyrics 

anyway. Others (11) the success of the show to the lack of competition in London's musical 

scene. Now, it is so successful, that it is running simultaneously in 10 countries, and there are 

no plans to (12) the show in the near future. 

 
 
 



 1.  flare  flower    flash   flop 

 2.  cast   claim   complain   cry 

 3.  made  turned   profited   revealed 

 4.  fans   backers   supporters   actors 

 5.  scene  plot    interior   preview 

 6.  stage  set    auditorium   theatre 

 7.  cast   actors   composer   production 

 8.  flop   failure   repetition   disruption 

 9.  critics  fans    investors   touts 

10.  tourist  holiday   package   foreign 

11.  aimed  advised   assumed   ascribed 

12.  break  wipe out   wind up   forfeit 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Lösungen 
 

Rewrite these sentences: 
 
21. Why didn’t she tell us that earlier?. 

I wish SHE HAD TOLD US THAT EARLIER 

22. The food he took with him saved his life after the accident. 

If he HAD NOT TAKEN ANY FOOD WITH HIM HE WOULD HAVE DIED 

23. I don’t like what he wrote in that letter! 

He should NOT HAVE WRITTEN… 

24. Our desks are very old and need replacing soon. 

We will have TO HAVE OUR OLD DESKS REPLACED SOON 

25. They want to teach further computer applications at this school next year. 

Further computer applications WILL BE TAUGHT NEXT YEAR 

26. .She didn’t study last night but watched the football match instead. 

Instead OF STUDYING LAST NIGHT SHE WATCHED THE FOOTBALL 

27. I knew the answer but I couldn’t remember it! 

 Although I KNEW THE ANSWER I couldn’t remember it. 

28. The doctor thinks he drank too little water and collapsed in the hot sun. 

He IS THOUGHT TO HAVE DRUNK TOO LITTLE WATER AND COLLAPSED… 

29. It must be five years since our last tennis match.  for 

 I HAVE NOT PLAYED T. WITH YOU FOR 5 YEARS 

30. “You won’t be coming home very late tonight then?” 

 Mary thought I WOULD NOT BE COMING HOME LATE THAT EVENING 
 
Fill in suitable grammar: 
 
31. We didn’t want to risk  .YOU MISSING..............................(  you, miss) the train yesterday. 

32. Students don’t mind ..COPYING......................................... (copy) everything. 

33. The doctor allowed ....ME TO START........... (I, start) playing tennis after a week in bed. 

34. She promised .THAT JIMMY WOULD HELP ME.............. (Jimmy, help) me with the project. 

35. I expect ..MY CHILDREN TO HELP........... (my children, help) when they are at our house. 

36. We tried  TO UPGRADE..................... (upgrade) our PC but it was still very slow on graphics. 

37. It’s no use .........BUYING................................... (buy) expensive equipment if you don’t use it? 

38. Most students have got used TO LEARNING ................................. (learn) on their own. 

39. Don’t forget .TO SIGN............................................. (sign ) the letters. 

40. I was made .........TO WAIT ............ (wait) an hour before the police cleared the road. 



Fill in one correct word: 

Burglars in Britain are concentrating __ON__________  the homes of very _AFFLUENT____ people. 

AS ________ such houses are open for paying visitors during the day and this is the perfect  

_OPPORTUNITY_____ for thieves to check out the houses before breaking in at night. 

__RECENTLY_______, Ripley Castle in Yorkshire was the target of criminals, but although 

__NOTHING__ was stolen in the house - the thieves _TOOK/STOLE_several statues from the 

garden. They __MUST___________ have used lifting equipment to move them, as one statue weighed 

_MORE__ than a ton. Police have mentioned one _FURTHER______ problem in trying to find stolen 

_PROPERTY, FEW_____________ owners have a really good record with photographs and 

measurements of the articles stolen. This _MAKES  ________ it difficult to identify a recovered 

object or to warn antique dealers ___EARLY________ enough. The number of thefts has 

INCREASED ___ rapidly in the last year - 45% more than the _PREVIOUS_______ year! The 

number of _VIOLENT____ crimes has also increased - _SOMETIMES_________ owners were 

threatened with guns, others were tied up or handcuffed by gangs who will stop at nothing. Finally, a 

prison officer said that “The Antiques Roadshow” is the prisoners’ 

___FAVOURITE_______________ TV programme. No wonder thieves are so __WELL______ 

informed! 

 
Mark the most suitable word from the list with a cross (X)  

 

41. The rescue of the two yachtsmen in the Antarctic was ___A____ .  

42. __B_______ problems are occupying farmers more than ever as clean air becomes vital. 

43. If you introduce something new, some people __C___ criticise it. 

44. _B_____ most people will have a mobile phone, perhaps as soon as the year 2005. 

45. If you ask the Australian Navy this was _A____ the highlight of the year. 

46. The news about water pollution was _B__ , especially as we thought things had improved. 

47. When I moved from the town to the __A_____________ I was surprised by the welcome I got. 

48. If you don’t exactly describe your beer you may not _C___ get the best, just the most expensive. 

49. I don’t think red clothes _C____ you – your hair is too blond. 

50. Bitter beer is the _C__ alcoholic drink in most of Great Britain. 

 

41) amazing ridiculous encouraging wasteful  

42) organic environmental world solar  

43) sometimes usually invariably genuinely  

44) responsibly eventually quickly fortunately  

45) undoubtedly necessarily normally finally  

46) encouraging disturbing pleasing actual  



47) countryside outskirts country district  

48) certainly clearly necessarily evidently  

49) fit match suit agree  

50) preferred liked favourite popular  

 

Transform the sentence starting with the word given 
 
That student might fail the test. But he can do it again 
If__THE STUDENTS FAILS HE WILL BE ABLE ……______________________________ 
The shop may be closed when we get there. So we will have to try tomorrow 
If__THE SHOP IS CLOSED WHEN WE GET THERE WE WILL HAVE TO TRY…._____ 
I will arrive early. I will be able to help you unpack the presents or lay the table 
As soon as  __I ARRIVE I WILL BE ABLE……__________________________________ 
This damage is not covered by the insurance, what a pity.  
I wish I ___HAD TAKEN OUT AN 
INSURANCE…____________________________________ 
I couldn't buy the book. I didn’t have enough money. 
If I _I HAD HAD ENOUGH MONEY I COULD HAVE 
BOUGHT___________________________ 
You didn’t bring the map. We lost our way and it’s your fault! 
You should __HAVE BROUGHT THE MAP, SO WE WOULD NOT HAVE LOST OUR 
WAY______ 
They were not skiing on the marked slopes. They started an avalanche. 
If they _HAD BEEN SKIING ON MARKED SLOPES THEY WOULD NOT HAVE 
STARTED…… 
I can't afford a world trip. Winning the pools would change that. 
If I _I WON THE POOLS I WOULD BE ABLE TO 
AFFORD_____________________________ 
I think some of you will soon be finished. Then you can go home. 
When __YOU HAVE FINISHED YOU MAY GO HOME________________________________ 
 
The overnight stop: 
 
Ever since we __SAW________ (see) a film about the Highlands we HAVE WANTED______ (want) 

to spend a holiday in Britain. Early this year we _DECIDED___ (decide) this year had to be the one! 

Our travel agent __BOOKED__________ (book) a few hotels and __LEFT_________ (leave) a few 

dates free so we could travel spontaneously. One day we __FOUND___ (find) such a beautiful spot 

we immediately KNEW________ (know) it _WAS________ (be) the perfect place to spend a night 

with bed and breakfast. But, when we  __TRIED__________ (try) to find a room in the little tourist 

office everything was occupied. As we  WERE WALKING_____ (walk) down the road back to our 



car an old lady  __OFFERED________ (offer) us a room and we gladly accepted. We NOW 

REALISE_____ (now, realise) this is the best way to have a great holiday in Great Britain. Since we 

_CAME_______ (come) back home in September we _HAVE  NOT STOPPED___ (not, stop) talking 

about our next holidays in this beautiful country! 

Give the correct form of the missing word, using the given root 

 
16. I don’t think he lives as ..HEALTHILY................................ as he should. health 

17. The result was ...PREDICTABLE................... because the losing team had only 9 men. predict 

18. He is a really ..VIOLENT......................................... criminal. violence 

19. I felt he could have made us a ..RECOMMENDATION............................ . recommend 

20. Could you send me the .DESCRIPTION............................... of the holiday cottage by tomorrow. 

describe 

21. His ..CHOICE.................................. of clothes was not very convincing. choose 

22. The ..TIMIDITY............................ of the animal was quite clear. timid 

23. Let’s give a ..THOUGHT............................... to the pioneers of flying. think 

24. There is a huge ..VARIETY............................. of food in this restaurant. vary 

25. He has forgotten to put his ...SIGNATURE.......................... on this document. sign 

26. The  ..SEVERITY...................... of a red card for that footballer was not justified. severe 

27. He told me that his  .RELATIONSHIP............. to his parents had always been excellent. relate 

28. The .RECOGNITION............................. of his work will depend on good publicity. recognise 

29. The results will be  .PUBLICISED............................. in tomorrow’s newspaper! public 

30. The footballer scored the  .....DECISIVE....................... goal in extra time. decide 

 

Off-roaders boom as the going gets rough; Motoring Eric Dymock  
 

FILL IN ONE MISSING WORD  Growing popularity of 4WD vehicles.  
 

DURING the consumer boom in August, _SALES______ of recreational four-wheel-drive 
vehicles continued to soar. Almost 15,000 new off-roaders __WERE__ registered, a rise of 
66% over last year, amounting to more __THAN______ 3.5% of the entire car market.  
 

  The Land Rover Discovery _WAS_____ the best seller. A total of 3,161 were sold in 
August alone, followed by the Vauxhall Frontera, which overtook the Suzuki Vitara with 
2,273. Sales of more than 1,000 each were also recorded by the Isuzu Trooper, Jeep 
Cherokee, Land Rover Defender (the old regular Land Rover), Range Rover and Mitsubishi 
Shogun.  
 

  The new car market has _RISEN______ by nearly a third since 1988, but the four-wheel-
drive sector has nearly doubled. Glass's Guide, the industry barometer of used car prices, 
_SHOWS___ that demand for second-hand off-roaders remains high and prices are 
hardening, with the result that depreciation will remain low so long as the demand continues.  
 



  Newcomers are challenging Land Rover, _BUT________ none has made a convincing 
case for being better through a peat bog or across a rocky scree. The Range Rover, Discovery 
and Defender are _KNOWN____________ as the best all-rounders in the business, although 
there are those who criticise build quality and reliability.  

 
There is no doubt about the enduring qualities of Land Rovers. Professional off-roaders 

farmers, civil engineers or the military are more _LIKELY________  to be at the wheel of 
Land Rovers than anything else. The number of 30-year-old Land Rovers still working not 
only shows how _POPULAR_____ they are, but also how easy they are to fix when 
something goes wrong.  
 

When the Range Rover was __INTRODUCED_ in 1970, it was a revelation. It had a top 
speed of close to 100mph and its handling was _REALLY________ good. No 4x4 came 
close. It was the first of a new generation of off-road vehicles that behaved like a car on the 
road and had the cross-country __PERFORMANCE_____  of a Jeep.  
 

  At £17, 295 to £20,200 for the fully equipped five-door, the Land Rover Discovery MPi 
is a quiet-sounding four-cylinder, livelier than the diesel and more __ECONOMICAL___ 
than the V-8. The MPi has Rover's 2-litre 16-valve twin-cam engine with a modest 
134bhp,and if you do not mind _CHANGING  gear frequently, it is lively enough and will 
give about 25mpg.  
 

 Interior detailing is good, with plenty of places to put things. There are nets in the raised 
portion of the roof at the rear, spaces for papers _BEHIND_  the driver's sun-visors, and 
useful pockets in the backs of the front seats and in the doors.  
 

The Discovery has a good deal in common with the Range Rover the chassis is much the 
same but it has a subtler, softer image and costs a good deal less.  
Sunday Times  RANGEROV.TXT 
 
Mark  with a cross the correct answer in the box provided. 
 
Musicals are part of the cultural scene in Great Britain. The greatest musical of present times , 

"Cats" was expected to be a (1) by many. Now, only twelve years later it can (2) to be the 

greatest success in theatrical history. In London alone it has (3) more than £50m. and amply 

repaid Lloyd Webber's initial investment. However, it would never have got on the road 

without the (4) who put up the money for what was seen as a crazy risk. The story had no (5), 

the actors were dressed as cats and the (6) was a rubbish dump. Yet, it has gone into the 

Guinness Book of Records with some bizarre statistics. The (7) has used more than 21,000 

batteries, the theatre has required more than 3,300 new seats and the show has created new 

records in viewing figures, royalties and ticket sales. Those who predicted (8) in 1981 felt it 

was too much of a risk. Later, reviewers raved about the superb choreography, the remarkable 

music and the brilliant acting. But, there were people who didn't like the show. - (9) claimed 

the show was expressly written for the (10) tours and those who couldn't understand the lyrics 

anyway. Others (11) the success of the show to the lack of competition in London's musical 



scene. Now, it is so successful, that it is running simultaneously in 10 countries, and there are 

no plans to (12) the show in the near future. 

 
 1.  flare  flower    flash  x flop 

 2.  cast  Xclaim   complain   cry 

 3. X made  turned   profited   revealed 

 4.  fans  X backers   supporters   actors 

 5.  scene X plot    interior   preview 

 6.  stage X set    auditorium   theatre 

 7. X cast   actors   composer   production 

 8.  flop  X failure   repetition   disruption 

 9. X critics  fans    investors   touts 

10.  tourist  holiday  X package   foreign 

11.  aimed  advised   assumed  X ascribed 

12.  break  wipe out  X wind up   forfeit 

 
 
 


